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In 

The man himself was left abandoned on a street corner as a young boy 
fifty years ago, the man who has since tried to reach out to others just like 
him, culminating in a movement that now spans the globe and affects the 
lives of children in virtually every city in the Western world as well as third 
world countries.

(fact: over 1 million children are now visited every week in the UK as a 
result of his ministry).   

Pastor Bill Wilson came to Sheffield to spend an evening with folks from 
dozens of Churches large and small.  “The miracle was not in the miracle”  
encouraged all of us to appreciate the fact that God can do extraordinary 
things through ordinary people - and that includes me and you!  Thanks 
to those of you who came, to those of you who gave - and to those of you 
who helped made it a night where our hearts were not just stirred, but 
hopefully moved into action.

Financial Statement Summary

2007 / 08 Income of £11, 204

Trusts : 5%
Standing Orders : 25%
Tax Recovery : 20%

Other Gifts : 50%

2007 / 08 Expenditure of £11,204

Remaining Vehicle Conversion : 33%
Vehicle Expenses : 16%

Wage : 24%
Resources : 24%

Training : 1%
Legal Costs : 2%

At present a lot of investment is made in props & apparatus (resources) that is intended to last for 
the next several years - and as we increase the number of sites we go into - the overall cost of 
Sidewalk apparatus will reduce as props will be re-used everyday.

We definitely need more 
supporters who are willing to 
commit to a standing order.  If 
you feel you can give - even 
just a small amount - please fill 
in the form at the back of this 
Report.

With three full timers - we will :  

 Have FIVE Sidewalk sites across the City
 Reach out to over 500 kids every week
 In association with other Churches grow existing or plant 

new communities of faith in the areas where Sidewalk 
operate.

Read the profiles enclosed and consider supporting the work of our team members

We presently reach out to over 100 inner city kids across two Sidewalk sites in one day.  All of the 
team are volunteers with one (the Director) paid one day a week during the Sidewalk Season.  

Please consider giving....

We received £2801 through Standing Orders in the 07/08 tax year.   If one hundred people gave £10 
a month - this will cover the annual wage for a Team member - thus making Sidewalk full time a 
reality.  If one hundred people gave £20 a month, two full time team members would be employed.  

it’s time to go to the next level ...



I always find it amazing how two groups of people can witness exactly the same thing and yet come up 
with totally different conclusions.   Like the guy who shrugged his shoulders and thought the Hope 
Always evening with Bill Wilson was boring whilst another guy just wept in tears in response to the 
message.  Perhaps we shouldn’t find it so amazing- these kind of responses are as old as history itself.  
You see - it’s not necessarily the  external that counts - it’s the stuff within that actually makes the 
difference.
 

When Moses hauled up his team of 12 men to go and see what the land was like, to research the 
anthropological, sociological and economic conditions of the hill country, they all went up as spies and 
came back with a report.  You know the story.  They all gave the same account of their experiences - 
the land was rich in abundance & the cities were fortified and large and the inhabitants included the 
infamous descendants of Anak.  Two of these men stood up and said, “we should go up and take 
possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”, yet the majority of the group - the other ten said - 
“No we can’t - we cannot attack those people, they’re giants - we’re like grasshoppers compared to 
them!”.   Now imagine if this was a PCC meeting, or a small group seeking to reach consensus on the 
best way forward.  Who do you think would have been beat down and mulched to a pulp?  Yep - the 
two brave men, Joshua & Caleb.  But as it was on this occasion, the Lord was on their side - and they 
knew it.
I’ve seen this mulching thing happen many a time.  Someone gets an idea, a dream - and then 
somebody else squashes it to a pulp.  Often it happens just when that dream is beginning to emerge - 
like a bud that gets nipped.  And nobody seems to notice.  Because the dream was so small - it didn’t 
really count that much did it?

I know what that’s like.  When I tried to start Sidewalk seven years ago, it was just an idea, a dream, a 
longing - and yet leader after leader just nipped it.  A careless remark - ‘that won’t happen here’, ‘we 
can’t afford it’, ‘too much hassle’ or the more serious stab, ‘let your dream die Barry, it ain’t gonna work’.   
Make no mistake,  I don’t blame those leaders at all.  My lack of confidence in myself allowed them to 
superimpose their negativity upon me.  You see, I allowed myself  to be squashed, I allowed myself  to 
be defeated.  Like those ten men - I viewed myself  as a grasshopper.

After having lived this Christian life for fifteen years - watching those around me, constantly trying to 
learn from the successes and failures of leaders and their followers, readily devouring books on 
leadership, evangelism and the like - there are two things that I am absolutely convinced of: 
1) Everything rises and falls on leadership and 2) We’ve just got to do it. That’s it.  

Simple as.

My wife and I moved to Firth Park several years ago.  We visited a bunch of kids on the Flower estate 
who’ve never been visited before - and who now are entering into a youth program.  We’ve been in this 
land.  We’ve seen the dad who left his wife & kids to blow himself up in a failed suicide bomb attack in 
Iraq.  I’ve knelt down in the very corner of the tiny box room of the ‘House of Horrors’ where three kids 
were found starving to death and living in their own excrement.  We’ve seen the joy of two of our first 
kids being baptised as teenagers within the church community where they now belong.   Yes there are 
difficulties, but this land is rich in abundance.  The harvest is here.  John Wesley preached for decades 
before people began to notice him and his message.  I too will stand here.  I have told my kids & I have 
told my youth - be prepared for those zimmer frames - ‘cause I ain’t leaving.  This is it.   We’ve seen 
folks come with passion, and we’ve seen them go - funnily enough, with not so much passion.

You see, when you stick around for long enough, something happens.  I don’t know what it is.  Call it 
age, wisdom, maturity - I don’t know.  What I do know, is that today I no longer allow myself to be 
squashed or defeated.  I no longer see myself as a grasshopper.  Can we take this land?  I say yes we 
can.  Can we see our kids rise up and embrace Jesus?  I say yes we can.  Can we see the youth 
discipled and run forward with the passion that has so long evaded so many of us?  I say yes we can.  
No longer will we listen to the majority who say ‘no we can’t’.   We shall stand up - we shall seize the 
land and with our kids and with our youth we shall say with one voice - yes we can!



Here is my gift of _____________________

I enclose a cheque payable to ‘Sidewalk UK’

I would like to give regularly through my bank. 

Please send me an appropriate Standing Order form.   

Name  : ____________________________________________________

Address  :  ___________________________________________________

Postcode  :  __________________________________________________

Yes I would like to support you in reaching the kid s and youth
through the ministry of Sidewalk.

Gift Aid Declaration

I authorise Sidewalk UK - Free Spirit Charity No. 1049346 to treat all donations I 
have made since 6th April 2005 and all subsequent donations as Gift Aid donations 
until I notify you otherwise.  I recognise that I must pay at least as much income 
tax and/or capital gains tax as Sidewalk UK reclaim on my donations in any tax 
year.

Signature _____________________________  Date: _____________

Name ________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Postcode ______________________________   

Your details will neverbe passed on to a third party.

Thanks so much for 
all of you who gave 
Manga Bibles to kids 
in Firth Park and in 
Arbourthorne.  Many 
of them have never 
had a Bible before - 
much less knew what 
it was!  Thanks to you 
they can read in their 
own room, at their 
own pace the amaz-
ing story of God’s 
love come down. 

Two of our kids proudly boast their Bible!

1)  That Sidewalk fully establishes a strong base here in Firth Park - not just with 
the kids & teens - but also with the Team - so that we can be effective in further 
outreaches.

2) The teenagers who’ve been hankering us for two years now have a brand new 
SW 5 youth discipleship program - starting slowly but surely - pray for it’s success 
and that the teens take it full on.  

3) As ever we really need more funds - especially the standing order ones so we 
can budget for the years ahead.  Spread the word - volunteer to be a Sidewalk 
Rep in your Church - if you can do this send us an email on baz@sidewalk.org.uk

4) The kids become teenagers, the teenagers become adults - at some point there 
has to be an established community of believers - pray the Lord directs us in this.

5) In particular pray for our two Sidewalk helpers at Sidewalk Kidz Klub - Jamie & 
Chelsea -  both 13 years old.  They have consistently helped out at Sidewalk 
every week, being faithful & committed, running the PA & organising the games.  
They are absolutely amazing and are now considered fully a part of the team even 
though they have never been to ‘Church’ before.  Pray also for Kady, also 13,  - a 
star support in terms of Prop preparation for Sidewalk Kidz Klub.


